
 
 

FNINR ANNOUNCES THE SIXTH COHORT OF FNINR AMBASSADORS 

January 9, 2023 – Lexington, KY – The Friends of the National Institute of Nursing Research 
(FNINR) are pleased to announce the selection of their sixth cohort of Ambassadors. This unique 
advocacy program began in 2014 and has grown to include over 30 Ambassadors. The 2023 
selection includes 12 nurse scientists to join the ranks of others currently filling this role. 

 
Ambassadors are selected from a national pool of applicants based on their abilities to advance 
public, health professional, and policy-maker awareness of the critical research agenda advanced 
by the National Institute for Nursing Research (NINR). 

 
These highly qualified individuals, the majority of whom are nurse scientists, will focus 
specifically on educating Congressional leaders as to the high-impact, cost-effective interventions 
and quality-of-life enhancements that emanate from nursing science. Ultimately, the goal of 
FNINR’s ambassador program is to increase research funding for continued scientific 
breakthroughs and training of scientists made possible by the NINR. 
 
“FNINR Ambassadors are key players for our organization,” says Victoria Niederhauser, 
President of FNINR, “These nurse leaders share the excellent outcomes resulting from nursing 
science that is supported by NINR and advocate for continued funding to conduct cutting edge 
research that improves health and healthcare.” 
 
NINR supports and conducts clinical and basic research and research training on health and illness, 
research that spans and integrates the behavioral and biological sciences, and that develops the 
scientific basis for clinical practice. Nursing science transcends the boundaries of disease and 
research disciplines to better understand the experiences of individuals and families living with 
illness and to develop personalized approaches that maximize health and well-being for 
individuals at all stages of life, across diverse populations and settings. 

 
New Ambassadors include: 
 
Brenda J. Baker, PhD, RNC, FAAN 
Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing, Emory University 
Washington, DC 
 
Felesia Bowen, PhD, DNP, PPCNP-BC, FAAN 
The University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Nursing 
Birmingham, AL 
 
Sharron J. Crowder, PhD, RN, ATSF 
Indiana University School of Nursing 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
 



 
 
Gloria Giarratano, PhD, MSN 
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center 
Kenner, LA 
 
Youjeong Kang, PhD, MPH, CCRN 
University of Utah College of Nursing 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Lee Ann Matura, PhD, RN, FAAN 
University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Ann-Margaret Navarra, PhD, CPNP-PC, FAAN 
Rory Meyers College of Nursing, New York University 
New York, NY 
 
Mary A. Nies, PhD, RN, FAAN, FAAHB 
Idaho State University 
Pocatello, ID 
 
Richard Ricciardi, PhD, CRNP, FAANP, FAAN 
George Washington University 
Rockville, MD 
 
Kumhee Ro, DNP, MN, APRN, FAANP 
Seattle University College of Nursing 
Bellevue, WA 
 
Beth A. Taylor, DHA, RN, FAAN, NEA-BC 
US Department of Veterans Affairs 
Oro Valley, AZ 
 
Donna M. Zucker, PhD 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Northport, NY 
 
We look forward to our continued conversations with key Congressional leaders and appreciate their 
recognition of the value brought by nursing research to the health and health care of individuals, families, 
and communities.  
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For more information, please contact Jess Campbell at (859) 402-9773 or at jcampbell@fninr.org.  
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